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State requires significant new data and
explanations from St. Lawrence Cement
PREVIOUS COMPANY SUBMISSIONS NOT ‘SATISFACTORY’

TO DEPT. OF STATE DIVISION OF COASTAL RESOURCES

ALBANY — A new letter from the New York State Department of State (NYSDOS) requires St. Lawrence 
Cement to furnish significant new information on a wide variety of topics, including noise impacts, light and 
air pollution, visual blight, and potential harm to public enjoyment of the Hudson and Athens waterfronts.

The March 9th letter from Samuel E. Messina, Deputy Director of the NYSDOS Division of Coastal 
Resources, states that the agency has “re-evaluated” SLC’s prior submissions in light of information which  
emerged during recent reviews and hearings. Messina writes that SLC’s earlier submissions “do not reflect 
these developments, and therefore have not been provided in a manner satisfactory to DOS.”

Sara Griffen, President of The Olana Partnership said: “The fact that the DOS has requested significantly 
more information on visual impacts to major historic resources like Olana, as well as air impacts specifically 
on Olana, is hugely gratifying to us. SLC clearly had done an inadequate job in the first place.”

Speaking on behalf of the Hudson Valley Preservation Coalition, Scenic Hudson general counsel Warren Reiss 
said, “HVPC heartily applauds this step by DOS to ensure that SLC’s mammoth project receives a full and 
proper review. We have maintained all along that this project is utterly inconsistent with the laudable and 
worthy aims of the Coastal Management Program, and that SLC’s prior attempts to address these issues 
have merely highlighted the huge negative impacts this project would have on the Coastal Zone, and indeed 
the entire region.”

Friends of Hudson executive director Sam Pratt commented: “This new DOS letter is the latest setback for 
St. Lawrence’s attempts to cut corners within the State review processes. We appreciate that the DOS is 



taking the necessary hard look at these important Coastal issues, which have been raised by thousands of 
concerned Valley residents over recent years. We applaud the State for acting forcefully to protect public 
access, views, and natural and historic resources along the magnificent Hudson River.”

Messina’s letter outlines 10 broad areas in which the agency has not received adequate information from SLC, 
instructing SLC to:

• Conduct a new “balloon test” simulating the “height and mass of the proposed  plant,” 
with Department of State staff present, as well as one week of public notice of the event.

• Discuss alternative plant designs resulting in the “smallest visual intrusion possible” 
while also attaining the lowest possible pollution impacts.

• Identify the potential impacts of noise, light and dock activity on the Hudson and Athens 
communities.

• Devise measures to eliminate these impacts, especially along the waterfronts and public 
parks.

• Explain how noise from SLC’s proposed 24-hour-a-day operation can be reduced to 
acceptable levels, especially at nighttime, and on weekends and holidays.

• “Elaborate on the additional measures which would be undertaken to protect the public 
interest on recreational boating and waterfront uses in the vicinity of the SLC dock.”

• Assess the use of a recent advance in pollution control technology, Selective Catalytic 
Reduction, as requested by engineers retained by project challengers.

• Assess the effects of their emissions “on the structures of the Olana State Historic Site, 
and other historic resources within the plume deposition area.”

• Furnish a complete copy of its most recent visual analysis.

The Division of Coastal Resources is responsible for assessing the SLC project’s impacts to the Coastal 
Zone along the Hudson River. The agency reviews the project against 44 Coastal Zone policies, intended to 
improve public access, protect natural and scenic resources, and ensure appropriate development within 
coastal areas. Without approval from the agency, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers would be restrained 
from issuing permits at the Federal level.

#     #     #

A copy of the 3-page NYS DOS Division of Coastal Resources letter is attached.








